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Newsletter of Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church ~ December 2017
Living Liturgically at School – Celebrating
Advent and Christmas

Advent and Christmas bring about a lot of joy and anticipation throughout
the halls of our Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic School. Advent begins our
Church’s Liturgical year and comes from the word "ad-venire" in Latin
which means "to come to." This season draws us to reflect on Jesus’ second
coming and His birth at Christmas.
Our school family fully embraces this season with several traditions, along
with new events and activities sprinkled in each year. As a school, the
students enter more fully into Advent when they walk in the doors. Our
Advent wreath is prominently placed and, as we always do, we start our day
in prayer as a school. The hallway is decorated with a banner that reads
“Light the School with Advent Kindness” and is surrounded by paper
Christmas bulbs on which the teachers have written ways they have
witnessed students being Christ-like. The students in music start practicing
for their Advent concert (Thursday, December 14th at 6:30) and Barnes and
Noble Caroling (Saturday, December 2nd at 9:30) early in the school year.
We celebrate the feast of Saint Nicholas (December 6th) by leaving our
shoes outside of the classroom and gather to hear Saint Nicholas tell his
story. When students return to their class, a small treat has been left in their
shoes. This tradition is to commemorate Saint Nicholas’ love of children and
mission to give more than to receive. The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
(December 12th) is celebrated by a modified Mañanitas and the Danza de
Los Matachines. Afterwards, we enjoy hot chocolate and a sweet treat.
Students also have the opportunity to give back to the community by
participating in the Saint Charles Gift Card Holiday Program and the
Catholic Charities Toy Drive. Last year, we collected over $2,000 through
fundraising and donations.
Students are immersed in the Advent and Christmas seasons in their
classroom. They participate in reflecting on Salvation History through study
of the the Jesse tree, Advent wreath, storybooks, dress up, puzzles, and
imaginative play. Advent Antiphons are used for prayer and in some classes
the blessing and marking of the classroom door for the start of the Liturgical
Year. Of course the season wouldn’t be complete without a party. Classroom
Advent parties are celebrated right before students are released for Christmas
break. When students come back from break on Monday, January 8th, at 8:30
am, they are welcomed back to festively decorated classrooms to continue
celebrating the Christmas season until its end. As always, all are welcome!
— Kaylee Brogan
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3:13-14
...we await new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness
dwells. Therefore, beloved, since
you await these things, be eager
to be found without spot or
blemish before him, at peace.
—2nd Sunday of Advent
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Advent Cleaning with Fr. John Paul
I’m sure many of you have heard of
the custom of Spring Cleaning. It is a
tradition with biblical roots. The Jewish
people every year would go through
their house and remove anything
containing yeast in preparation for their
celebration of the Passover. By today it has evolved into
a time of a deep cleaning of the house. Sweeping,
mopping, dusting, vacuuming, scrubbing, brushing,
EVERYTHING! We leave no stone . . . or couch
cushion . . . unturned.

and put on the armor of light.” The dark places of our
hearts are where sin hides. It doesn’t want to be found,
because it knows that when it is found, we will bring it
to Jesus, and Jesus will heal it. Light helps us to see.
When my family was doing our Advent cleaning, we
couldn’t see what needed cleaning in the corners unless
we had light to show us the dust. In the same way, this
light that we are supposed to walk in, to put on, will
show us what needs healing in our hearts.
What are we preparing for? “So you too must be
prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of
Man will come.” In this season of Advent, especially
this Sunday, the Church calls to mind that we are not
only preparing for the commemoration of the Lord’s
coming at Christmas, but also that he will come again.
He has ascended to the Father, but he will come again to
judge the living and the dead. For this we are preparing.

When I was a kid, we didn’t do Spring Cleaning . . .
we did Advent Cleaning. About this time every year, we
would haul out the brooms, vacuums, rags, brushes, and
scrubbing bubbles, and go to work cleaning every inch
of our house – every nook and cranny. We would replace
all of our every day coffee mugs with Christmas themed
mugs, hang tinsel on the bannister of the stairway, and
put up the Christmas tree. To top off the evening, we
would sit together as a family and drink egg nog. It was
one of the days I looked forward to most every year. It
was a time of great joy and expectation.

Let’s use this time of Advent for what it is intended
for . . . a joyful preparation for the coming of Jesus.

The reason my family had this tradition of cleaning
every year is because we were preparing. With
Christmas comes family, and we wanted our home to be
in top shape for when our family came over for
Christmas Eve dinner and the following days. Also, we
saw it as a spiritual practice. In a few short weeks, Jesus
was coming, so we wanted to make sure our house was
presentable to welcome our savior.

6 Did you hear about the kidnapping at school?

It's okay. He woke up.

Beloved, now is the acceptable time spoken of by the
Spirit, the day of salvation, peace and reconciliation: the
great season of Advent. This is the time eagerly awaited
by the patriarchs and prophets, the time that holy Simeon rejoiced at last to see. This is the season that the
Church has always celebrated with special solemnity.
We too should always observe it with faith and love,
praise and thanksgiving to the Father for the mercy and
love he has shown us in this mystery. In his infinite love
for us, though we were sinners, he sent his only Son to
free us from the tyranny of Satan, to summon us to
heaven, to welcome us into its innermost recesses, to
show us truth itself, to train us in right conduct, to plant
within us the seeds of virtue, to enrich us with the treasures of his grace, and to make us children of God and
heirs of eternal life.

Growing up, I think my parents had a wonderful
understanding of the season and purpose of Advent.
Advent is a season of joyful expectation and preparation
for the coming of our Lord at Christmas. You can almost
hear the joy in Isaiah’s voice as he proclaims, “Come, let
us climb the Lord’s mountain, to the house of the God of
Jacob, that he may instruct us in his ways, and we may
walk in his paths.” He goes on to talk about a time when
“they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks; one nation shall not raise the
sword against another, nor shall they train for war
again.” This is the time that Isaiah looks forward to; it is
a time of peace and righteousness when men will no
longer hold animosity for each other.

— from a pastoral letter by St. Charles Borromeo

How do we prepare for this time? “O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” This is the
light that Paul speaks about in his letter to the Romans.
He tells us “let us then throw off the works of darkness,
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Beekeeping with Father Luschen – Part II
Despite the stinging start, Father Luschen recovered well from his
first day of beekeeping and has been enjoying this hobby with his father
for the past two years. Learning about the complexities of bee behavior,
he can’t help but marvel at God’s handiwork. “The Creation is
marvelously ordered and at the same time, wild. Things are all for a
purpose and work together for good, for God’s creative purpose. If we
don’t mess it up too much, there is an ecology, a solidarity of Creation.”
For example, throughout its lifetime, each bee has a job and a
purpose. A colony contains a queen, a few hundred drones and
thousands of workers. “Workers raise the young, build the house, take
care of the queen, guard the inhabitants, remove the dead, provide
metabolic heat when it’s cold and air conditioning when it’s hot, gather
food and accumulate reserves for the inactive season.”* Workers
provide the surplus honey we like to eat. They change “jobs” as they
age and can switch tasks, when needed. We could learn a lot about
cooperative behavior from worker bees.
When bee scouts locate a new place to build a nest, often due to
overcrowding, they reach a group decision to bring to the old hive. The
bee colony swarms to travel to the new home. Father says, “They
engorge themselves with honey (in a swarm) and that makes them lazy.
You can walk around in a swarm unless you purposely squash them.”
Nonetheless, swarming poses problems.
Deacon Luschen’s bees swarmed last spring. “Bees were all over the
backyard and were hanging in a tree. My my 85-year old dad wanted to
climb a twenty-foot tree. We got a ladder and my little brother, who
hates bees, came over. We strung a rope, climbed the ladder, cut the
limb and slowly lowered it with the rope and put them back in the super
(hive),” Father said.

“There is a legend that as an infant, a
swarm of bees settled on his face while he lay
in his cradle, leaving behind a drop of honey.
His father considered this a sign of his future
eloquence and honeyed tongue. For this reason, bees and beehives often appear in the
saint’s symbology.”
—St. Ambrose; Wiki

Father Tim admits things have mostly calmed down since that first
day but he still gets a little nervous when messing with the bees. Last
July, he and his father harvested about thirty jars of honey. “We
borrowed a machine to extract honey and the owners showed us how to use it. He gave a jar to each one of the kids.
Then he put a sign in the yard and sold all the rest. The honey was light-colored and delicious. Beekeepers say no
honey tastes as good as your own.”
“My child, eat honey, for it is good and the drippings of the honeycomb are sweet to your taste.” Proverbs 24:13
For further information about beekeeping and meetings: The Central Oklahoma Beekeepers Association meets the third
Thursday each month at 7 p.m. at Will Rogers Park. http://www.centralokbeekeeping.org

*Flottum, Kim. Backyard Beekeeper An Absolute Beginner’s Guide to Keeping Bees in Your Yard and Garden. 3rd edition
Beverly, Mass.: Quarry Books, 2014. Chapter 2, About Bees is a fascinating and mind-blowing description of how bees live,
cooperate, communicate, work, and structure their communities, written for general readers and non-hobbyists. This book is
available in the Metropolitan Library System.

—Monica Knudsen
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6 Actual Announcements from Church Bulletins

Christmas Guarantee

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of
our church and the community.
•

Christmas was going to be perfect that year.

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis
to come forward and lay an egg on the altar.

“Mom, Dad, can we decorate the tree?” My sister, my
brother, and I bubbled with excitement. The previous
Christmas had been our first in the new house in
Mexico. In the months that followed, Dad and my
brother (seven years old at the time) built a fireplace out
of rocks that all of us had gathered from two limestone
hills down the road from our property. One hill was pale
green; the other, light pink. The miracle of electricity
arrived in the small town a few months in advance of
that second Christmas in our new home. My parents had
brought Christmas lights with them from the United
States several years before in faith that we would one
day have electricity.

•

Mom, Dad, and my sister were still seated at the
supper table when my brother and I hurried to the
Christmas tree which stood next to the fireplace. With
great delight, we strung lights for the first time on a tree.

•

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due
to the addition of several new members and to
the deterioration of some older ones.
•

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship
that began in their school days.
•

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet
Thursday. Please use the back door.
•

Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to
church secretary.

Y

“Plug them in,” my brother instructed. I was happy to
comply. The colorful lights captured our attention; we
did not notice a spark on the wire.

Chili-Cheese Grits Piquant
Christmas side dish

V

Grits are by no means just for breakfast in CajunCreole country. They’re too good to be so limited! This
spicy casserole makes an excellent vegetable dish for a
buffet.

“Uh-oh,” my brother exclaimed when we saw a flame.
“Don’t tell Dad. Quick! Get a bucket of water!” I turned
to run for the bucket, but the Christmas tree exploded
behind me.

2-1/4 cups water
¾ cups slow-cooking grits
3 jalapeno peppers, seeds and veins removed, minced
1 medium, red bell pepper, chopped
4 green onions, chopped
1 teaspoon salt
6 T. unsalted butter, room temperature
2 eggs, slightly beaten
6 oz. processed cheese, cut into ½ -inch chunks

“Daddy!” I cried out.
Daddy had his back towards the living room. I didn’t
know where he found the blanket, but before I fully
realized what in only seconds had transpired, he was
beating out the flames.
The next morning, in the light of day, we could see
where the fire had scorched the ceiling and permanently
blackened one of the large rocks in the fireplace. Dad
sifted through the cooled ashes. He found only one item
that remained close to its original form. He picked it up,
gave it a closer look, and chuckled. “Katy, you’ve got to
see this.” Dad held out a white tag that had been on the
Christmas lights. Mom looked at it and laughed, too.

Preheat oven to 325F (165C). Butter a 13” x 9” baking
dish. In a heavy 2-quart saucepan over medium-high
heat, bring water to a boil; add grits. Reduce heat to
medium; cook, stirring often, until mixture begins to
thicken, about 20 minutes. Remove from heat; stir in
butter or margarine, cheese, jalapeno peppers, bell
pepper, green onions and salt. Blend well. Fold in eggs;
spoon mixture into buttered baking dish. Bake in
preheated oven until bubbly and lightly browned, 45
minutes. Makes 4 to 6 servings.

In bold letters, two words: “Guaranteed Inflammable.”
— Margene Earl

Seen on a church marquee:
"I hate this church."
 Satan

– submitted by Kathy Marks
From “Cajun-Creole Cooking” by Terry Thompson
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Wise Men
The three, one always kneeling,
may not even be out of the box yet this advent
or, if the nativity scene sits in its usual annual spot,
those figurines languish in the makeshift Orient of the mantel
not even knowing they are waiting for a star to rise
over the piano and the creche
where waits Joseph leaning on his staff,
a few sheep and a cow, and Mary
on her knees
awaiting the Christ Child,
in a hay-lined cradle wrapped in last year’s newspaper.
Wise men.
Clearly to Matthew, their backstory is irrelevant.
How long had they not known what to look for
but looked nevertheless—night after day?
From how far east had they come?
Had they been friends a long time?
Did they meet in astronomy school?

Humilitas 2017 David Brueggen
David is our longest serving Altar Server.
Would you believe 25 years? He actually shines
when he serves at the altar. He greets everyone
with a big smile and stands at attention until it is
time to process into the church at the 5:00 PM
Mass. I think the younger people who serve with
him stand straighter when David is carrying the
processional cross.
He is the son of Mary Ann and Joe Brueggen.
David has a sister Sherri who is married and has
three daughters Avery, Eden and Emma who he
loves dearly. He was born at Mercy hospital 35
years ago and was baptized here at St Charles. He
has been working at Cash Savers for 18 years. He
is a graduate of PC West.

Ancient tradition says one’s from India,
another, Babylon, the third Persia.
But, really, could a person start off after a star
without any encouragement?
It is an embarrassingly perverse idea—
this following a star—
one unlikely to survive a cloudy night
and certainly not a sand storm, if you were solo.

David is a great fan of action; football of any
kind, OU or OSU, and of course, our basketball
team and occasional baseball game. But if there
isn’t a sport going on he loves super hero movies
and Indiana Jones movies…me too!

And just one man—
no matter how wise—
is still a man intent on packing light,
(as though there is some prize for the smallest bag).
One starting out alone, he’d never think about gifts,
especially myrrh.

He started his service to all of us when he was
10 years old. Even when he isn’t scheduled, he
checks to make sure he isn’t needed before Mass
starts. His encouragement to attend each week is
to be of service to this community. He originally
served at the 8 AM Mass but had to change
because his work schedule changed.

No, certainly they’d been waiting,
a long time, all three together—
Jesus’ first congregation.
Wise because they knew they longed for more,
which is the challenge and the badge of wisdom.

I believe St. Charles Parish is a much better
place because of this man’s strong commitment
and volunteer work ethic. He is a model for the
young people who join the ranks of servers. He
also shows the rest of us that besides showing up
we need to be involved someway in the ministry
of this parish. There is a place in the parish for
each of us, appropriate to our gifts. All we have to
do is inquire or seek. Just like David Brueggen.

mkj

—Margaret Phipps
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Deaths-October
Charles Russell
Elizabeth Green

Parish Life

New Parishioners-October
Queivin and Elida DeLeon
Victor and Alejandra Villanueva
Jasmine Silva
Jose and Julia Salazar

D

Wedding-October
Victor Martinez and Liliana Escalera
Anniversaries-December
Dec.

01st
07th
11th
20th
21st
23rd

Baptisms-October
Zelda Sneed
Clarissa Martinez
Yharetzi Estrada
Rodrigo Lopez
Alex Zamacona
Camila Marin
Noe Montoya
Carlos Ramirez
Alejandro Escobar

I

27th
28th
29th
31st

Anniv.

Mike and Angela Magness
Miguel and Maria Ramirez
Tom and Marianne Determan
Jose and Maria Esparza
Luis and Marycruz Martinez
Jose and Susana Contreras
Esteban and Maria Ramirez
Gerardo and Maria Escobar
Joe and Deana Ellis
Raul and Maria Escalera
Jesus and Albertina Sifuentes
Michael and Alice Wheeler
George and Barbara Newton

25th
25th
35th
20th
04th
25th
20th
53rd
21st
17th
22nd
44th
32nd

6 I was wondering why the ball kept getting bigger 6 I told my girlfriend she drew her eyebrows too

and bigger,
and then it hit me.

high.
She seemed surprised.

The Effort to Defend Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
June 16, 2015. I remember that day like it was
yesterday. Donald Trump announced his Presidency and
from that moment on all I thought about was D.A.C.A.
My family and friends would be affected if Trump ended
it and it would create unbalanced lifestyles, continuous
fears, and negative emotions.

masters diplomas. The Students couldn’t use them
because they didn’t have a social security number to get a
job. In 2013 he passed the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (D.A.C.A.). It has a two-year permit that allowed
these students to receive a temporary social security
number. With D.A.C.A came extra fees, a background
check, and other detailed paper work.

Let’s go back to Plyer v. Doe in 1982, which allowed
all undocumented children in the U.S. to attend free
public schools. With that decision being made and those
thousands of children who have grown up here the
Development Relief and Education for Alien Minors Act
(D.R.E.A.M. Act) was born. In 2001 Democrat Dick
Durbin and Republican Orin Hatch co-sponsored the
D.R.E.A.M. Act. This legislation would grant legal status
to undocumented immigrants who were brought to the
U.S. as children. It didn’t make it through in 2001 but in
2010 it got 56 votes in the Senate out of 60, and the
Dreamers were left devastated.

September 5th, 2017, President Trump decided to end
D.A.C.A. with the hope to have a solution by March of
2018 to immigration issues. Since then the Solution for
Undocumented Children through Careers, Employment,
Education and Defending our Nation Act
(S.U.C.C.E.E.D. Act) has been introduced as a new bill
that will allow Dreamers to gain citizenship in 15 years. I
am not sure on what Congress is going to ultimately
decide, but human lives are in their hands. People who
have worked hard to be Americans deserve to have rights
in this country.

After the D.R.E.A.M. Act was denied, President Obama
was lobbied by students with high school, bachelors, and

— Graciela Ramirez
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December Saints and Days
3
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
17
21
23
24
25

COCOCO

26
27
28
29
31
1

1st Sunday of Advent
[St. John Damascene]
[St. Nicholas]
St. Ambrose, Memorial
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary;
Patronal Feastday of the USA; Holyday of Obligation
[St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin]
2nd Sunday of Advent
[St. Damasus]
USA: Our Lady of Guadalupe, Feast
St. Lucy, Memorial
St. John of the Cross, Memorial
3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete)
[St. Peter Canisius]
[St John of Kanty]
4th Sunday of Advent
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas), Solemnity,
Holyday of Obligation
St. Stephen, Feast
St. John, Feast
The Holy Innocents, Feast
[St. Thomas Becket]
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
Sunday, Feast
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God;
The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord;
not obligatory this year
*brackets indicate an Optional Memorial

7

A Celebrating the Season A
The can’t-miss holiday show is always at the school of the children in your life, perhaps St. Charles, Mount St.
Mary’s, Bishop McGuinness, or a Putnam City School, but along with supporting those programs, consider enjoying
one of these festivities throughout the city.
Nov 19 Moscow Ballet Performance of The Nutcracker ($28-$68)
Rose State Hudiburg Chevrolet Center
Nov 24-Dec 23 A Territorial Christmas Carol ($30)
Pollard Theater, Guthrie
Nov 29-Dec 23 A Christmas Carol ($30-$60)
Lyric Theatre at the Plaza, OKC
Dec. 9 Christmas Open House, Fred Drummond Home (a museum), Hominy ($4-$7)
More info on the Oklahoma Historical Society Web Site
Dec 8-9 OCU Christmas Vespers ($15)
First Presbyterian Church, OKC
Dec 10 Christmas Festival Concert
Cherokee Hills Baptist Church @ 5:30
Dec 14 Sounds of the Season, OKC Philharmonic Orchestra ($10)
Yukon Fine Arts Auditorium, Yukon
At the Civic Center:
Nov 19 Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer ($43-$68)

6 What kind of man was Boaz before he

Nov 30, Dec 1 and 2 The Christmas Show ($19-$60)
married Ruth?
Dec 3 Handel’s Messiah, Canterbury Voices ($15-$60)
He was Ruthless.
Dec 9-19 The Nutcracker Ballet (starting at $39)
6 This is my step ladder.
Nov 30-Dec 3 The Unusual Tale of Mary and Joseph’s Baby ($31)
I never knew my real ladder.
Freede Little Theatre at the Civic Center
The St. Charles choir will be singing the thirty minutes before Christmas Eve Mass.
A nugget of wisdom on prayer from Sister Marcie Ann, former St. Charles teacher: Sometimes in life one year
can seem like a day and one day can seem like a year. When you pray, you enter into a time warp. That is ok.
Sometimes God has to put us into a time warp to get a word in.
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We, your newsletter team, submit this issue with humility and thanks to God: Kaylee Brogun, Michael
Carpenter, Margene Earl, Kathy Judge, Monica Knudsen, Fr.John Paul Lewis, Kathy Marks, Andrea McCoy,
Margaret Phipps, Graciela Ramirez, Charlene Smith.
Saint Charles Borromeo Catholic Church
5024 N.Grove, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73122
(405) 789-2595 ~ www.stcharlesokc.org
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Herbivores solution

Carnivores solution

J
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joyeux Noel
6 Lot again... A father was reading Bible stories to his young son. He read, "The man named Lot was

warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned into a
pillar of salt."
His son asked, "What happened to the flea?"

